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The Multiple Sclerosis National Research
Institute is a division of Torrey Pines
Institute for Molecular Studies, a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit basic research center 
dedicated to conducting basic research to
advance the understanding of human 
disease and the improvement of human
health. Scientists at Torrey Pines Institute
conduct research in fields associated with
a wide variety of major medical conditions,
including multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart
disease, Types I and II diabetes, AIDS and
other infectious diseases, Alzheimer’s 
disease, pain, inflammation, transplanta-
tion rejection and rheumatoid arthritis. 

At the MS Institute, scientists work on a
variety of approaches to understand MS,
including its causes, how its various forms

progress, treatments of its symptoms, and
the design of vaccines and other
approaches that could someday lead to
the prevention or cure of MS. Our research
is supported in part by grants from the
National Institutes of Health (“NIH”) and
by public donations.

Donations are used in many ways to 
support our important MS programs. For
example, some grants do not fully support
the entire cost of a given research project,
requiring that we find another funding
source willing to “match” a portion of such
grants. Public donations are used to 
purchase equipment needed by these 
laboratories. Donations provide our 
scientists with increased opportunities to
participate in international scientific 

conferences. Finally, we can now fund
research that is not supported by other
grant mechanisms, including novel
approaches that have not received 
external funding due to a lack of early
experimental data. Using donations as
“seed money”, we are able to support both
new scientists starting in the field as well
as established scientists who wish to try a
new approach to an old question.

We believe that by combining resources
and scientific knowledge with others
throughout the world, we can all work
more effectively towards the common goal
of understanding multiple sclerosis. 
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